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Editors’ note…   
Although it‘s raining as I write 

this, July should see summer 

in full swing. The farmers will 

start harvesting their fields 

and fruit and vegetables growing in our gardens will ripen 

and become ready to eat. Hopefully Covid-19 will continue 

to subside and if not holidays, maybe a socially distanced 

drink in the Grafham Trout will be possible; see page 6.  

One positive result from the pandemic is that we seem to 

be more focused on the countryside around us. Make sure 

you see the photographs of local birds on page 9,  moths  

on page 10,  the strange fungus on page 7 and also find 

out how to register details of hedgehog activity on page 13. 

With our local environment to enjoy and more history to 

learn about Grafham on page 8, I feel very fortunate to live 

in this village of ours! 

Please send in your emails and gossip in good time for the 

August deadline, by 9am on Wednesday 15th July.            

                    Keep Gossiping! 

             Editors, editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

Grafham Church open  

for private prayer 

In line with Government advice the Diocese has 

agreed for churches to open for private prayer, 

therefore Grafham Church will be open across the 

weekends from Friday morning until Monday 

evening.  

Covid precautions must be observed and hand 

sanitiser will be provided for you to use on entry 

and exit.  

Book sales can resume and visitors will be asked 

to return any books they have handled but not 

bought, into a "Quarantine box" in the porch. A 

payment box will be attached to the porch table.  

The children's corner will not be accessible at  

present. 

Send your news, views, photos, recipes, ‘Letters to Ed’ and 

gossip to editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

by 9am on the 15th of every month 

 ‘Stay Alert, Control the Virus, Save Lives’ 

Car Key Found 
 A car key has been found on the footpath 

that starts opposite the  
Caravan Park in Church Road and runs  

between Church Road and Grafham Water. 

Contact: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  
for more details 

Beer Festival 2020 
We took the difficult decision  

to postpone the Beer Festival  

this year.  

We are now working towards bringing you  

a weekend of fine ales and live music  

on the 2nd October.  

We will bring you further updates as soon as 

we have them 
 

See the notice from the Grafham Trout on page 6 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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Sunday Services 
Grafham Church is now open for private prayer 

There are more details in the notice on the front page 

The Sunday services streamed from Brampton and led by Mike, will continue each Sunday at 10.30  

during  the Covid-19 pandemic. If you would like to join in with these services visit:  

https://eastleightonstone.com/ and click on Worship. You will find the link to watch the service. 

 If you’d like to receive an email with the links to Sunday services  and a reminder of what to do, email:  

                                                                                                                 clergy@eastleightonstone.com 

If you don't have internet access or are not confident about using it, it is possible to listen in to the online services by phone. 

All you need to do is call 01480 597123 at about 10:25am on Sundays and you’ll be able to listen in! 

                                                                                                                              Contact Mike, details below, with any queries. Ed. 

  

 

Parish of  East Leightonstone  

To join the mailing list to receive  

the regular newsletter visit  

http://www.eastleightonstone.com  

and click News  

Contacting the Clergy     

Revd Jason Taylor (Rector) Rectory, 15 Church Rd, Brampton PE28 4PF    

revjasontaylor@gmail.com    07807 118070 

Mike Bigg (Curate) mike@eastleightonstone.com  07380 809377 

I thought I would take this opportunity to share with you 

what the District Council is doing to support residents dur-

ing the Coronavirus situation. Further information on all of 

these initiatives can be accessed via HDC’s dedicated 

Coronavirus website,  www.wearehuntingdonshire.org   

or the normal call centre: 01480 388388. 

Council Tax Delayed Payment Scheme 

Huntingdonshire District Council is continuing to offer resi-

dents the opportunity to push back the start of their Coun-

cil Tax payments to offer financial assistance to those 

who are being affected by the coronavirus/COVID-19 pan-

demic.  

Refuge Collection, Street Cleaning and Grounds 

Maintenance 

HDC are still maintaining a 100 per cent service on all 

waste streams, street cleaning and grounds maintenance. 

HDC is one of just five per cent of all local authorities in 

the country that are still providing 100 per cent service 

provision of this nature. This compares nationally to only 

20 per cent operating street cleaning normally, 19 per 

cent offering a bulky waste collection service normally and 

41 per cent operating a garden recycling service normally.  

My thanks to everybody at the District Council for the de-

termination to keep their services running that they are all 

demonstrating.  

Huntingdonshire Community Hub 

The Huntingdonshire community hub is making phone 

calls to vulnerable residents to offer support, delivering 

food parcels and prescriptions.  The County Council is 

responsible for providing help and support to those resi-

dents who have been deemed 'clinically extremely vulner-

able' and placed on the shielded list. The 3,000 residents 

that HDC has contacted so far are people we have identi-

fied through other means as being vulnerable and possi-

bly in need of help that they won't get from CCC or the 

Government because they're not on the shielded list. The 

work that is going on from the hub really is making such a 

difference to people throughout the district. We've had 

people with no family, no other support and no idea of 

where to turn who are now safe and taken care of be-

cause of HDC's intervention.  

Distributing Government Grants to Businesses  

HDC is delivering more than £30 million of government 

grants to local businesses. Most of the businesses that 

are eligible to receive a grant are those that qualify for 

Small Business Rates Relief and pay no business rates 

due to the size of their premises. HDC did not therefore 

hold the necessary bank account details for 81% of all the 

businesses that we need to pay and have had to source 

this information.  However, we were one of the first coun-

cils to launch the application process and to contact busi-

nesses and we’ve been processing and paying grants on 

an almost daily basis since 3rd April. There are also sev-

eral hundred businesses that have still not even applied. 

These grants are worth £10,000 or £25,000 and are non-

repayable grants (not loans) to help businesses through 

this crisis. To make sure that we can get this support out 

as quickly as possible I would urge all eligible businesses 

to apply via 

https://huntingdonshire.gov.uk/council-democracy/

coronavirus-service-update/coronavirus-business-grant-

funding/ 

(The following update should have been printed in last month’s issue but unfortunately was missed out of the paper copy. It 
is on the village website, but in case you haven’t seen it, here it is again. Ed.)  

 

May 2020 Update from District Councillor Darren Tysoe 
Contact: 01480 388310 email: darren.tysoe@huntingdonshire.gov.uk 

Continued on page 3 
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Grafham’s County Councillor                               Grafham’s District Councillor                 

                                                                            
 

Peter Downes 

07765 833486 

peter.downes@ 
cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Darren Tysoe 01480 388310  
darren.tysoe@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  

Grove Cottage, Malting Lane, Ellington, PE28 0AA 

Follow me on Twitter @darrentysoe  

Receive my updates on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/cllrdmtysoe  

 

Grafham Parish Council   You may contact your parish councillors through the parish clerk or directly.  

Ian Gardener Chairman 01480 812821 i.gardener@grafhampc.org       Alastair Watson  a.watson@grafhampc.org 

David Russell d.russell@grafhampc.org    Roy Harold r.harold@grafhampc.org    Jo Dunn j.dunn@grafhampc.org 

Patrick Curran  p.curran@grafhampc.org    

PARISH NEWS June 2020 

The June meeting was another remotely held 

meeting. Several members of the public joined 

the meeting to discuss a variety of issues. 

First of all, there was a request that the Council 

investigate the potential for providing a safe walkway on 

the Ellington Road just past the chicane. It was agreed to 

look into the possibilities of tapping into specific funds set 

up by the government which might be applicable to this 

need. There is also the possibility of applying for funds 

from the Cambridgeshire Highways Local Highways Initi-

ative fund. However, cost is key here as the Council 

would be expected to provide 10% of the cost and this 

may prove prohibitive. However, the Council agreed to 

examine all possibilities including negotiating with the 

land owner for the creation of a safe, permissive walk-

way on the edge of the field. 

With the re-opening of the pub in mind, the Council were 

asked for their permission to make use of the village hall 

car park to enable safe, social distancing in the marquee 

and outside of the pub building. It is expected that the 

pub will clear the building of all tables and chairs to make 

the area inside safer. The Council agreed to this idea 

and looks forward as much as everyone else to the 

eventual re-opening. 

Plans for the creation of a community heat scheme are 

moving ahead – invitations to tender have been sent out.  

These are due back in July at which point grant funds 

can be applied for to get the feasibility work done. A 

team of consultants would put proposals and a feasibility 

study together and residents will be asked to comment.  

The problem of the interruption to our water supplies is 

an almost constant irritation. According to recent corre-

spondence, the problem now is one of power interruption 

and the inability to reset automatically. The Council will 

contact AWA again to find out how, if and when these 

issues are being addressed. At a time when we are all 

expected to wash our hands frequently, we are rather 

stymied without water. 

Sample questionnaires in relation to the Neighbourhood 

Plan have been sent to a trial group for feedback. 

A new bench/storage box for the tennis courts is on or-

der. There is no update at this point on when we can 

expect delivery. 

The shop is reporting considerable savings on electricity 

costs following the installation of the solar panels at the 

village hall and has received a community chest grant to 

pay for a replacement computer. 

The next meeting will be held on 14th July. This will be a 

special meeting specifically to approve annual accounts.  

The next full meeting of the Council will be held on 7
th
 

September 2020. Details of whether this will be held at 

the Village Hall or by phone (Zoom) will be published 

later. 

   Margaret Life, Parish Clerk   

             07780 119311 clerk@grafhampc.org  

Call Centre 01480 388388 

Our call centre is also operating a normal service, albeit 

with staff working remotely, and we have trained extra 

staff to help deal with enquiries more effectively. 

Other Initiatives 

Other initiatives include a suspension of all car parking 

charges, and all market pitch fees (food markets continue 

to trade as they are helping with the supply of food).  

I wish everyone well during this unusual time and look 

forward to the recovery period which will improve in time.  

Meanwhile, a strong and vibrant sense of community spirt 

is supporting our most vulnerable residents throughout 

the villages.  

 I am available to offer advice or support on 01480 

388388 and can be contacted by email on  

                              darren.tysoe@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  

May 2020 Update from District Councillor Darren Tysoe   Continued from page 2 
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For Coronavirus(Covid-19) Advice:  

•   Visit: Countywide COVID 19 Coordination Hub   

    Contact by email communitycv@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  or by telephone 0345 045 5219 

•  Visit:  HDC Community Resilience Hub 

     www.wearehuntingdonshire.org  

•  Visit: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  

•  Visit: NHS.uk/coronavirus 

• Visit Grafham’s website www.grafham.org.uk to find more links for help and advice  

For more information visit: nhs.uk/coronavirus or https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus or tel. 0345 045 5219 

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

• high temperature – this means you feel hot to 
touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 
measure your temperature) 

• new, continuous cough – this means coughing a 
lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, 
it may be worse than usual) 

• loss or change to your sense of smell or 
taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste 
different to normal 

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of 
these symptoms. 

If you have any of the symptoms listed below, u se 
the 111 online coronavirus service      
                                       https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/  

• high temperature 

• new, continuous cough 

• loss or change to your sense of smell or taste 

NHS 111 will tell you what to do and help you get a 
test if you need one. 

Call 111 if you cannot get help online. Do not go to 
places like a GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy. 

Babies and children 
Call 111 if you're worried about a baby or child under 
5. 

If your child seems very unwell, is getting worse or 
you think there's something seriously wrong, call 999. 

Do not delay getting help if you're worried. Trust your 
instincts. 

Staying at home if you have symptoms  
(self-isolation) 

If your symptoms are mild, NHS 111 will usually ad-
vise you and anyone you live with not to leave your 
home. This is called self-isolation. 

• Anyone with symptoms should self-isolate for 7 
days from when their symptoms started. 

• Anyone who does not have symptoms should self-
isolate for 14 days from when the first person in 
your home started having symptoms. 

If you have Coronavirus symptoms.  Stay at home 

If you’d like to write a ‘one-off’ article   

or a regular feature for the  

Grafham Gossip,  

send it by email to   

editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

                                                                                                         

Send your news, views,  

photos and gossip to  

editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

Now that the 

church is open for 

private prayer, we 

must start the 

cleaning rota 

again.  

Please get in touch if you are 

willing to help; email:  

editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/covid-19-coordination-hub-your-community-needs-you
mailto:communitycv@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
http://www.wearehuntingdonshire.org
http://www.wearehuntingdonshire.org
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
mailto:www.grafham.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection?fbclid=IwAR0iMNL_dzXFkynN7nbmnYwQlAfRS9EEzwtFLcUh77Q5tjd7oB7ckb47uW8
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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1. Check clematis for signs of clematis wilt 

2. Care for houseplants while on holiday! 

3. Water tubs and new plants if dry, but be water-

wise 

4. Deadhead bedding plants and repeat-flowering 

perennials, to ensure continuous flowering  

5. Pick courgettes before they become marrows 

6. Treat apple scab 

7. Clear algae, blanket weeds and 

debris from ponds, and keep 

them topped up 

8. Order catalogues for next year’s spring-

flowering bulbs 

9. Give the lawn a quick-acting summer feed,   

especially if not giving a spring feed 

10.  Harvest apricots, peaches and nectarines 

Gardening Jobs to do in July 

There’s more advice on the Royal Horticultural Society website  

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/july 

Talking Shop  
This month’s ‘Talking Shop’ is being brought to you 

courtesy of our new shop laptop. We are very grateful to 

have received a £1,000 Huntingdonshire District Council 

Community Chest Grant. We have used half of it to re-

place our old computer which was second-hand over 

five years ago. It has served us very well but we have 

struggled with it in recent times and so this money has 

been put to good use. The other half of the grant will 

help to offset the increased administration costs in-

curred by encouraging our customers to use contactless 

payments in the shop and when making telephone or-

ders.   

Although some restrictions are now starting to be lifted, 

we are still taking lots of phone orders and delivering to 

people who don’t want to venture out. If you or someone 

you know is isolating, do pick up the phone and call us 

on 810119 and we will be happy to bring your shopping 

to you.   

We have recently been given a supply of face masks 

which have been handmade locally using very attractive 

fabrics. Donations will be shared between a women’s 

refuge and the families in the village whose homes were 

recently devastated by fire. There are various sizes 

available including those suitable for children. A sug-

gested donation is £2.50 each. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to have ample supplies of flour, caster sug-

ar and pasta along with toilet rolls. In other words, we 

have many things that have been difficult to get hold of 

in the large supermarkets.   

Do you know we now sell products from Grasmere farm 

with barbecues in mind? These have been very popular 

and include barbecue packs, ribs and beef burgers.   

With the lifting of certain restrictions we are seeing far 

more visitors to the village and the shop continues to be 

very busy. Therefore, it still remains for one person only 

in the shop at a time. Also, we have introduced a 

queueing system outside the shop to encourage and 

maintain social distancing. Please when you visit the 

shop, queue up towards the pub and enter by the step – 

unless you require disabled access. Then exit via the 

ramp only, not the step. There will be signs up outside 

as well for guidance. 

Again, we would like to thank everyone for their support. 

See you in the shop soon. 

                                                            Lynn and Chloe 

 Grafham Community Shop  
 Tel: 01480 810119         Opening Times   

 
  
  

  

         Mon-Fri  8.00 - 6.30 

                Sat  8.00 - 5.00  

               Sun  9.00 - 2.00       

Bank Holidays 9.00 - 2.00 

shop@grafhamvillageshop.co.uk      

 www.grafhamvillageshop.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/GrafhamCommunityShop/ 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/july
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/july
mailto:shop@grafhamvillageshop.co.uk
http://www.grafhamvillageshop.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/GrafhamCommunityShop/
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Grafham Oil Syndicate  
The syndicate is FREE to join.  

We must continue to grow and 

keep a bulk order  attractive 

enough to receive a discount, so 

simply email Simon:  grafhamoil@gmail.com or 

call 07887 628528 

and help keep more money in the village!                                                                                        

Useful Phone Numbers     
All emergencies 999    

Non-emergencies 101     

Cambridge Constabulary HQ   
01480 456111 

Minicom for hard of hearing    
01480 422493 

Action Fraud  0300 123 2040 

Crimestoppers 0800 555111 
(anonymous)  

To report anti-social behaviour in 
Grafham 01480 388379 or 387097 or  
e-mail: 
Barbara.gowling@huntsdc.gov.uk or   
tracey.guinea@huntsdc.gov.uk 

To stop unwanted phone calls      
08450 700707 

To stop unwanted mail  08457 034599 

Power cut  Call 105 or  
0800 31 63 105 or   
text POWER and  
your postcode to 80876 
http://www.powercut105.com/                                        

For a recycling update and a reminder of the 

right recycling to put in your blue bin, go to 

www.recap.co.uk 

For a detailed list of everything that can go in your  

visit https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins-waste/

what-goes-in-which-bin/  

or call 01480 388640 between 8.45am and 5.00pm 

Mon to Thurs and 8.45am and 4.30pm on Fridays  

  or email mail@huntingdonshire.gov.uk 

“Has the bin man bin Mam?” 

For more advice or information about waste and recy-
cling services, visit www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins 

or call 01480 388640 between 8.45am and 5.00pm 
Monday to Thursday and 8.45am  
and 4.30pm on Fridays or email 
mail@huntingdonshire.gov.uk 

Wednesdays Blue bin (recycling) and  

Black bin (refuse) - alternate weeks  

Every other Thursday - Green bin   
                                (garden waste)                                                          

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Grafham Trout is looking forward to 

re-opening it's doors to the village as 

soon as we are given the go ahead  

from the government.  

The committee is currently working on 

how we can do this within the  

government guidelines.  

We will bring you further updates as 

soon as we have them. 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
mailto:grafhamoil@gmail.com
mailto:%20Barbara.gowling@huntsdc.gov.uk
mailto:tracey.guinea@huntsdc.gov.uk
http://www.powercut105.com/
http://www.recap.co.uk/
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins-waste/what-goes-in-which-bin/
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins-waste/what-goes-in-which-bin/
mail@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins
mail@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
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The new mowing regime continues to make a real difference 

with meadows developing and several butterflies can be 

seen flying amongst the many wildflowers now in bloom.  

The most recent fungus we’ve found is ‘Chicken of the 

Woods’ (Laetiporous sulpheus.) The Yew tree is unaffected 

by this fungus, but the toxic alkaloids will be absorbed from 

the Yew and so the fungus could be harmful to us.  

We are identifying as many living things in the area as we 

can find so we can see the effects of the new management 

programme. 

If you would like to help make this list of animals, fungi and 

plants grow please email Debbie: debs.russell@gmail.com       

Churchyard Rewilding 
May 2020                   

Take Healthwatch’s new survey 
about your health and care  
during the coronavirus crisis  

How has the covid-19 pandemic and  
lockdown affected your health and care?  

Health and social care services are working 

hard to care for us all in these difficult times. 

The way most services are provided is 

changing to help keep people safe from 

covid-19.  

Healthwatch Cambridgeshire and Health-

watch Peterborough – the local champion for 

people who use health and social care ser-

vices – want to know how these changes 

have affected you and those you care 

about?  

They are also finding out what toll the crisis 

has had on mental health and well-being.  

‘I love the NHS: it's such a worthwhile ser-

vice that really helps people when they need 

it. So, by taking part you can show why you 

love it too and help make it even better,’ said 

Sawtry student Kirsty. 

About taking part  

The survey is online, takes 10 minutes to 

complete and is anonymous. So you can 

share your or your family’s experiences in 

confidence. Good and bad.  

What you say goes back to the people run-

ning the health and social care system, so 

they understand what is working well or what 

needs to change and why.  

Please take part and help our local NHS and 

social care system make sure everyone gets 

high quality and safe support.  

If you need a paper questionnaire, please 

contact Healthwatch on 0330 355 1285 or 

text 0752 0635 176  

Take the survey at:  

• www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk/

coronavirus-yourviews  

• www.healthwatchpeterborough.co.uk/

coronavirus-yourviews  

  

 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
mailto:debs.russell@gmail.com
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https://www.healthwatchpeterborough.co.uk/coronavirus-yourviews
https://www.healthwatchpeterborough.co.uk/coronavirus-yourviews
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When I first arrived in Grafham 45 years ago the older inhabitants of Orchard Row referred to that part of Church Road 

west of the Caravan Site as ‘Lower Grafham’, and that is the definition I have adopted for this article. 

As mentioned in the first article in this series, Church Road was a medieval trackway of importance to the Bishops of 

Lincoln and others, and was evidently well used, as in two places – at Orchard Row and the approaches to Hill Farm – 

it is a ‘medieval sunken way’ (where the volume of traffic on a gradient gradually wears away the surface compared with 

the adjacent fields). 

The road had a quite a few smallholdings with integral housing: in 1850 there were nine such residences only two of 

which survive today (combined as a single residence – Ambleside). In addition, there were some cottage rows attached 

to farms as agricultural worker accommodation: one row survives – rebuilt – as Hill Farm Cottages. Some of the small-

holdings disappeared shortly after 1850 when they were replaced by the newly built Orchard Row. 

In the 19
th
 C, the parish of Grafham included East Perry; even so, the 1891 Census shows that Lower Grafham, with 71 

inhabitants, accounted for a quarter of the total village population. Over half of the income earners were agricultural la-

bourers; among the others there were three railway workers, two farmers and a road repair man. Children accounted for 

almost half the population! 

How many of those children survived infections? Rose Cottage had its own well, but water supply for the remaining 

properties in in 1900 was from a roadside pump opposite Orchard Row, fed from a pond in the field that was also used 

by the farm animals, or from a pump at Hill Farm, 

similarly fed. Sink drainage went into the roadside 

ditch and so down into the Diddington Brook, while 

even in 1975 three quarters of Orchard Row had a 

shed in the garden for the smellier waste! 

Today, the stock of the older houses has diminished 

– Low Farm and its attendant cottages disappeared 

under Grafham Water, the quaint but then derelict 

18
th
?C thatched timber-framed Hill Farm Cottages 

(photo above) burned down in 1976 and were com-

pletely rebuilt, while over a century has passed since 

houses were present on Malt Acre, Jeffs Field and at 

the eastern end of Orchard Row. On the other hand, we 

have acquired all the Westwood Lodge chalets! [See 

map on the facing page.] 

We still have Ambleside from 

c1780 (photo above) also Or-

chard Row (two builds in the 

1850s – numbers 5 and 6 and 

the former communal wash 

house and bakehouse attached 

to number 7 are later than 1 to 4 

and 7 and 8 – photo right.) 

 

 

                                                                                         

                                  Lower Grafham                  Edward Biffin                                                                                                      

Hill Farm remains too; recently extended, the core 

building is said to be 19
th
 C but buildings on the site 

are marked on the 1750 map.  

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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Lower Grafham continued from page 8 

                                                  Map of Lower Grafham showing Westwood Lodges on the right.  

Birds spotted in and around Grafham  

Cormorant 

Linnet - Male 

Goldeneyes  

Swift 

Greenfinch 

Bullfinch  

Reed Warbler 

Photographs: Richard Brown 
https://tinyurl.com/rabpictures 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/rabpictures
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Letters to the Editor   
Dear Editor…                  
                        Moth Trap, Westwood Lodge 
Following your article in the last edition* of Grafham Gossip on butterflies and moths in 

the area, you may be interested to know that I run a moth trap at Westwood Lodge in 

Grafham.  Any moths caught are recorded, photographed and reported to the Hunts 

County Recorder, before being safely released.  I attach a few photos of moths caught 

at Westwood Lodge, that you may be interested in including in Grafham Gossip. 

                                          Jon Roe 

Brimstone  

Buff tip 

White Ermine 

Poplar Hawk Moth 

Scorched Wing 

Cinnabar  

Small Magpie 

Elephant Hawk Moth 

Purple Thorn 

Green Carpet 

Poplar 
Kitten  

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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 Deadline - 9.00am 15th of July for the August issue 

The deadline is the same date every month, so please send us all your adverts, notices, news, views, recipes, 

emails and gossip  by 9.00am on 15th every month. Thanks, Ed editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

Recent discussions on the use of footpaths around 

Grafham have raised several issues, mostly related to 

people not sticking to the definitive, legally authorised 

routes. At Redwood Lodge Farm, which is north of the 

Brampton Road and the village, we take great care in 

ensuring that all official Rights of Way are kept clear and 

usable - they are also well marked.   

Over the years we have made significant investments in 

both time and money creating wildlife habitats and im-

proving diversity. As a result, your local landscape has 

been dramatically improved and is far better looking than 

it was when we bought the farm in 1997. Consequently, 

wildlife has been encouraged into the area and to move 

closer into the village. However, wildlife habitats in a 

modern landscape are fragile and there has been an an-

noying level of disturbance due to people using wildlife 

corridors and areas we have created as routes. This both 

disturbs the wildlife and upsets the general tranquility of 

the countryside - It is also illegal. We have had to deal 

with cycles on footpaths, motorbikes on the bridleway, 

quad bikes in fields and horses tramping around field 

margins, jumping hedges and wandering off the bridle-

way. Human activity, dogs and horses in the wrong plac-

es are bad for wildlife.  

At Redwood, we have created a two-mile wildlife arc that 

sweeps around from Grafham to West Wood, starting at 

The Wyvern, brushing along the edge of Brampton 

Wood, past the bottom of Redwood where new plantings 

now join with  Underlands Wood before finally running on 

to West Wood. This arc splits along the farm road in a 

separate spur that runs through the old farmyard and 

onto Sparrows’ Spinney and the Old Brickyard. The over-

all scheme includes five new woods, lots of extra hedge-

rows, tree corridors, ponds, wooded field corners, strips 

planted for wild birds, new and old grassland. All this 

land could otherwise be used to grow crops, producing 

income for the farm business. Unlike Anglian Water, we 

don’t want to litter the fields with solar panels or, different 

to some other local farmers, steal your eyes from the 

landscape by erecting huge wind turbines, lucrative 

though they may be.  

When we came to Redwood, the farm landscape was 

featureless, offering very little in wildlife conservation.  

This has changed for the better of us all. The tree corri-

dor from The Wyvern to the start of the old railway line is 

for wildlife, it isn’t a footpath. Neither is the grass margin 

running further alongside Brampton Wood to the old rail 

bridge on the road to Brampton. The wide grass strip 

running from the old line downhill to the bridleway along-

side Brampton Wood is for wildlife habitation and isn’t a 

footpath. The field margins are all part of a conservation 

scheme and are not footpaths either. We can’t stand 

guard over these places and don’t want to, but we do 

want to look after your local countryside and make it 

more interesting. You can help us to do that by staying 

on the authorised routes. These are plentiful in this area 

and we have no intention of permitting more. 

Please help us by using only the lawful rights of way. We 

will continue our strategy to improve the look of the local 

countryside, encourage wildlife and look after your foot-

paths. That’s a fair deal for all of us.                                                     

                                    Rights of Way                John Brotherton      

Chiff Chaff 

Dear Editor …                    
                                     Old Railway Line and Grafham Station 

What an interesting piece in the Grafham Gossip** by Edward Biffin and John Brotherton on the Old Railway Line 

and Grafham Station in 1959, a lovely step back in time.  

          Carol Anne 

*June 2020 Grafham Gossip, ‘Churchyard Rewilding’ (Also of interest, ‘Butterflies’ by Gregory Belcher, June 2019 Grafham Gossip) 

**June 2020 Grafham Gossip, ‘Grafham’s Railway Quarter,’  Edward Biffin and Grafham Railway Station in 1959, John Brotherton  

Thank you Jon, for telling us about your moth trap and for sharing such interesting  
photographs with us! Ed. 

Thank you for y our comment Carol Anne; It’s always good to know what readers like to see in 
Grafham Gossip! Ed. 

Let us know what you like to read in Grafham Gossip!  
Send your  news, views, photos and comments to hanks , Ed          

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
http://grafham.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/2020/Gossip/20-6%20June%209%20COL.pdf
https://grafham.s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/2019/Gossip/19-06%20June%208.pdf
http://grafham.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/2020/Gossip/20-6%20June%209%20COL.pdf
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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Dr Liz Robin's vlog about support bubbles 

Dr Liz Robin, Director of Public Health for Cam-

bridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City 

Council, explains how ‘support bubbles’ work, and 

why these new social bubbles are designed to 

make it easier to reconnect with loved ones, 

friends and family - which is so important and can 

make all the difference to someone who has been 

living alone during lockdown.  

More information about support bubbles and some 

general frequently asked questions and answers 

on the guidelines are available online.  

Watch Dr Liz's vlog on YouTube here. 

Hola to Cambridgeshire Music's second 

Online Orchestra 

More than 100 young musicians contributed 

to Cambridgeshire Music’s second Online Orches-

tra challenge – La Bamba. 

The organisation was absolutely bowled over by 

the enthusiasm of musicians across the county 

and beyond,  who contributed to the toe-tapping 

Mexican performance, which has already been 

viewed 1,300 times online.   Every orchestral in-

strument was represented in the final performance 

– from harps to bassoons and from marimbas to 

ukuleles. Also, some great contributions on less 

well-known instruments – from a Chinese two-

stringed erhu to a stylophone and even kazoos. 

The icing on the La Bamba cake was a ‘bonus’ 

performance from Wyton on the Hill Primary 

School's Kazoo Orchestra, which appears right at 

the end of the video. 

Cambridgeshire Music is the county council run 

hub for music education and arts therapies and 

you can see more about its work here 

User friendly guide to Test and Trace 

launched 

Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough 

City Council have published a user friendly guide to 

the way the new NHS Test and Trace system will 

work locally, on behalf of the Health Protection 

Committee. 

The more people that use NHS Test and Trace cor-

rectly, the more effective it will be at stopping the 

spread of the virus, the safer it will be for you and 

your loves ones and the quicker the lockdown 

measures can be lifted. 

The guide which will be updated regularly, can be 

found on the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough  

council websites. 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=aa0ndMXMsQNegnxNcMyf6We9hPlgHOip8TeQT6ZWgIdaeEWBFpvgkBoZnxaiLOFtx7yDCCOGoIyd3akDenRL1whLL4E69UBdQE5SkXGSWPo8DgRCEFdGpyseK8E0MhODPaNDkWxE4NZ7cMdof3a_T1l9Lwji0fIKN6-eZL6JC1S33BMx-4Wwk4by9PXqKlKqilhE5GiXMYzLSn9m3t4Fi
http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=sYz1ZAyv6i1Xn866jLGGFb-ZgVERNTjtboFqcaWs8243BgrSTVo-y5i7l98rkT7QdJDbH218PqmnrjJzozN5RxYe9YYu_OG6GyvVW8HD-vXAwTVK-kzKXYdsfHTWC1CW-jmMQ7FCrrQLO2ueTDI4e9LtFuUrUxBaFBtZfAtNVEWvEhvIA28--OX9RTwrS-zsQZn6Ykjz3i3NIRMLw8dSI
http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=WRGW6LP16b23PQxHufejgMqk_GTug1UdLT6swwpNsI53j4MmMuxZH-Q-8sQQF_24T7Eq6k2iPQDhyDq0pOJJRlb7t67g-z4BJbXd4hkoRauC2rYVck3C_GriXh4Acl15Vd7xmiuzS5Z66SffC9gQtTE1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=WRGW6LP16b23PQxHufejgMqk_GTug1UdLT6swwpNsI6EoRU4JJvGym9kZY6XJArIxFloDrQU6RN9Ktyp7dChA-VH-hbxDj-t60mmGFFG25X8WoHgcHon7JGgdMAzhqQrUpWLtUGHWvfUCe8Y9lYRXAY1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=WRGW6LP16b23PQxHufejgMqk_GTug1UdLT6swwpNsI6EoRU4JJvGym9kZY6XJArIxFloDrQU6RN9Ktyp7dChA-VH-hbxDj-t60mmGFFG25X8WoHgcHon7JGgdMAzhqQrUpWLtUGHWvfUCe8Y9lYRXAY1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=tkz4g_1yJRRBHnKbq99AiyP7otouNNDqMfUqI30oeI-nhWfsOZzwxyzoAgn_BbJrqMqJsGBibCRv0xntWWrhW_0p4oYhl4HXVHUvdmQFy5b3wsaTdtD1tmow8ZhJzunAFbmglTvoYkK4VHJzkX4-Kjg1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=ReVrSc5MA6Pocp27v4cRsSFDw95Y8uSF3fuiHBUSYMptiJBs9BB323ejsJ0JSpucQq0KBdUL5mvL86t04NGLOuQ3wH6sZBdpsfZsU-NWypKpK6FeyNdzZRBgndEEG7udFnlbshvP3C6SRIRLSL6AhvJUtuKcTLvoykknFvdjbI9f7EdT853kW8hZgYgD-HokhbTHUTc8XNc3enrhpcdMm
http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=ecy-sbjQwZ-J1iBgk4wRG8B0QiFr7sjqt2xMHyqBjTiWF3Q62b12vh2ibMdkKyeqiYWwq4dxoKi24t7fFozAUM142UFUFabzQui_ASW2Mxx5C6TXiFOdXSXSbyYNAz9o6QCpfpWG2pikvAQ1mgVZLAH1AV2EyTJxdl0N2ieUj0YUHcb0otvk5XudNeXMyt6bjTrwbIGtLZKTKZnXbw-s_
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Grafham Hedgehogs      
Hedgehog sightings continue 

to come in and to be put on 

the 2020 map (right.) There 

are probably more that I 

haven’t heard about.  Please 

let me know if you have seen 

a hog or more, and would 

like to be on the map. I would 

like to lend out my hedgehog 

tunnels over the next month 

or two to improve the records 

for this year. It would be 

great to include the lodges? 

If anyone from there is inter-

ested in helping – please get 

in touch. So, if you would like 

to know, or confirm whether 

you have hogs visiting your 

garden overnight, text me on 

07766 662197 or email me 

on carole.baber@talktalk.net 

and we can arrange to drop 

off the kit and I can explain 

what to do.  

I have also set up a Grafham Village Hedgehog               activity so that anyone in the village can go online and rec-

ord their sightings of hedgehogs, poo, or footprints. This then contributes to data on hedgehogs in Grafham and also 

enters a national data base for presence of hedgehogs in the UK. The data helps inform on, and track, the status of 

hedgehogs, which is useful for development of conservation strategies.  

To enter your record, go to this link: 

https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/.  

This will take you to the              site. 

This is you what you will see: 

To get into the activities section you 

need to register and log in. Then you 

will see activities in the top bar, click 

on this and search for the Grafham 

Hedgehog activity: 

Click on the explore activity to view all 

records for Grafham so far; click on 

enter a casual record to submit sight-

ings. If you would like to use 

               that would be great, the more 

records the better.  

If anyone has trouble using the 

site, let me know and I can 

explain what to do. I am also 

happy to continue taking re-

ports from people and entering 

them for you.    

Happy hog-watching. Carole 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
mailto:carole.baber@talktalk.net
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/


    Website: www.grafham.org.uk        E-mail: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

 July 2020                                                 14                                                   Issue 182 

 

 

 GRAFHAM WATER 
(NEXT TO THE VISITOR CENTRE) 

WIDE RANGE AT LOW PRICES 

OPEN WEDNESDAY- SUNDAY 09.00-17.30 
TEL:01480 819730 

FREE PARKING & FREE DELIVERY 

 PET & WILD BIRD FOOD 

www.petfoodsdirect2u.co.uk 

Triple glazed windows  

for the price of double glazed  

when quoting  

‘Grafham Gossip’  

For a free, no obligation quotation  

please contact your local representative  

Jon Goodchild on 07825 238240 or email  

jon@gaphomeimprovements.co.uk 
 

    WINDOWS     DOORS     ROOFLINE        

                  CONSERVATORIES       

    GARDEN ROOMS       FLAT ROOFS 

www.gaphomeimprovements.co.uk 

Van Diemens Way, Grafham, 
Huntingdon, Cambs. PE28 0GB 

Tel. 01480 811594 Mobile 07795 296281 
Email paul.blanchard439@btinternet.com 

Travel in style via Mercedes cars 
to your destinations 

JEZ ASHCROFT LTD 
All your decorating needs including:  

Coving, Internal Decorating  

Drylining & Plastering 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Please Call 

Tel: 01480 812461   Mobile: 07708031493 

Cinnamon Bar  
and Indian Restaurant  

 

 

Open for Takeaways                     

Call 01480 812211/811316 
http://cinnamonhuntingdon.co.uk/ 

John Sisseman, Driving Instructor                                       
DVSA Approved, Pass Plus Registered  

Based in 
Grafham 

Call John 
for 

details 

The Highway Community Car Scheme 
A scheme to help provide transport for people who are not 
able to make essential journeys by public transport or any 

other means. 

A team of volunteer drivers take you to appointments e.g. the 
doctors, hospital, dentist alongside social activities such as  
visiting relatives or friends and even shopping. The scheme 

is aimed at helping people to get out and about.  

Passengers pay the driver on the day of travel to contribute 
towards fuel expensesat a rate of 30p per mile with a mini-

mum charge of £3.00. 

To arrange a journey or for more information please call 
07786 520540 

If the phone is not manned when you call, leave and the co-
ordinator will get back to you. 

We are also always looking out for volunteer drivers so if you 
want to help your community, give us a call. We would love 

to hear from you. 

The scheme is supported and advised by Cambridgeshire  
County Council and Care Network Cambridgeshire 

Your advert could be here!  
To advertise, email:  

editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

Community notices are free.  

Business adverts are priced according to size, 

payable in advance.  

They start at £4.00 for a small box.  

The money pays for the printing of the newsletter 

and any profit is donated to All Saints, Grafham 

and its Restoration Fund.  

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
http://www.petfoodsdirect2u.co.uk
mailto:jon@gaphomeimprovements.co.uk
http://www.gaphomeimprovements.co.uk
mailto:paul.blanchard439@btinternet.com
http://cinnamonhuntingdon.co.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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The fourth instalment of a piece of ‘imaginative fiction’ using an environmental issue developed as a fictional story.  

The End of Arrogance 1,2 and 3 can be read in the April, May and June issues, on the village website. Ed.   

                   The End of Arrogance 4 - Depression       David Cudby 

Liam felt isolated in his belief that Regulations to support the restoration of biodiversity and halting and reversing man 

made climate change were making life unbearable. He could not understand why others, in his family for example, 

didn’t voice their feelings on the matter as strongly as he.  

There was no attempt to hide the strength of his belief that living in a highly regulated world deprived him of liberty. 

There was a flaw in his logic but he could not or would not see it. He believed that The Powers had a duty to regulate 

against carcinogens in his food. Regulations to ensure vehicle safety didn’t trouble him. The need for these controls 

was self evident to him and yet, securing the future of the planet’s ecosystems, Liam believed was someone else’s 

problem, and sacrifices should be made by others, not by him. 

It was his loss of freedom and choice that made him unhappy and brought his mood down into a dark place. Every 

new announcement of proposed further regulation left him troubled and sleepless. He felt alone and lost, unable to 

make sense of the way life had changed since he was a child. The pace of introduction of new restrictions left him 

feeling tired and alone in his view of what he saw as a very restricted life. For Liam there was no upside as far as he 

could see. Things could only get more restricted and for him, unbearable. He constantly objected but now in a weak 

and lethargic voice. 

The Listeners listened. His wife and daughter listened. The Listeners said nothing. Amelia and Beth looked at each 

other and said it all with their eyes. 

In her distance learning classes Beth studied the World View Equal Nature (WOVEN) philosophy of humans in nature 

not above nature. She debated the issues and policies with her fellow students at national and international levels. 

Like all thinking teenagers she disliked being told what was good for her but the philosophy, intended to restore biodi-

versity and reverse climate change made sense to her and she accepted it.  

Amelia continued with her bee-nurturing training and worked towards her Masters in Bee-Nurturing qualification. She 

was telling Liam about a bee species known as The Communal Mining 

Bee Andrena carantonica (=scotica). This mostly black bee, the female 

about the size of a honey bee produces and provisions its young in an 

underground chamber adjacent to similar chambers with the young of oth-

ers of its species, hence the term communal in its name.  

 The moment Liam heard his wife talking about a black bee living in an 

underground community he was off.  “That sounds just like my black and 

isolated existence”. He was apathetic towards Amelia’s determined efforts 

to support bees and pollinators. He saw no future so why worry about a 

few black bees living underground. He saw no future in constantly worry-

ing about the natural world if the price of concern was to be a respect for 

all other living things, for biodiversity, for biomes, for landscapes, and for 

the oceans, everything but what Liam had long felt was human entitle-

ment. 

His whole persona had become grey, his moods grim, and his confidence in the future possibility of a life as he re-

membered it, gone. 

He felt lost and tired. What was to be done? What could he do? What could anyone do? Did anyone care anyway? 

To be continued.....   

                                                                                                                                                      Illustrated by 

Send your news, views,  photos, recipes and gossip to   

editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
https://grafham.org.uk/index.php/grafham-gossip/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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Details of planned road closures, diversions and latest news 
can be found on the Highways England website by clicking here 

or type www.highwaysengland.co.uk/A14C2H  
into your search engine 

or stay updated by following: https://twitter.com/a14c2h and 
https://en-gb.facebook.com/A14C2H   

There’s also a dedicated  A14 Public Helpline  
0800 270 0114  

Details of planned road closures and diversions are  
also on Grafham village web site  www.grafham.org.uk    Ed 

A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon  
Improvement Scheme         

   Unfortunately this has been  
   postponed until further notice.  

   Join the challenge to record as much wildlife  
   in the churchyard as possible, over 24 hours  

Sadly, the  

Flower Festival has 

been postponed until 

later in the year.  

Can you help to distribute paper copies of  
Grafham Gossip to the delivery team please? 

For details, please email editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

 It would involve getting the paper copies to  

the deliverers ASAP after printing.  

This is usually about 7 -10 days after the deadline 

which is 15th of each month.            

                                                             Thank you, Ed               

Grafham Community Shop  

Tel: 01480 810119   
Opening Times   

 
  
  

Mon-Fri  8.00 - 6.30 

Sat         8.00 - 5.00  

Sun        9.00 - 2.00  

Bank Holidays 9.00 - 2.00 

 

www.facebook.com/GrafhamCommunityShop/ 
   shop@grafhamvillageshop.co.uk      

    www.grafhamvillageshop.co.uk 

 Find out Shop News  
in Talking Shop on page 5 

Friday 13th November  
Thursford Christmas Spectacular  

Departing from Huntingdon Bus Station 10.50am (approx. TBC) 

The coach will leave Thursford after the show, usually about 5.00pm  

Price per person is £60.00 which includes the return coach travel and 
ticket entry to this spectacular show.  

We will be joining a trip already organised by Dews Coaches. 
Please contact me, ASAP.  

This is a direct coach from Huntingdon straight to the venue, so you 
will have to make your own arrangements for food. I would advise 
that Thursford has the Garden Pavilion restaurant serving home 

cooked food (such as jackets, casseroles and curries.)  There is also 
a café serving snacks and a fully licensed bar. 

For more information or to book please contact me  
on 07711 012957 or email: tina.theodorou1@gmail.com 

Hunts Community Cancer Network (HCCN)  

The  weekly support group held in Ellington Village Hall is 

cancelled until further notice, but there is a closed  

Facebook group for members and volunteers.  

For more details or help contact Annie: 

                        by phone: 01234 709836 or  

                        email: annie@hccnthecharity.org 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/a14-cambridge-to-huntingdon-improvement-scheme-home/
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